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CONFIDENTIAL SAN JOSE 4513 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, PBOR, UN, CS, SS, US 

SUBJECT: FOREIGN MINISTER FACIO REPORTEDLY CRITICIZES BIG POWERS 
ON SAHARA QUESTION 

REF: (A) SAN JOSE 4480; (B) USUN 5276 

1. IN PRESS CONFERENCE FOLLOWING MEETING OCTOBER 22 WITH 
CHIEFS OF MISSION OF U.S., U.S.S.R., GREAT BRITAIN, FRANCE, AND 
JAPAN ON COSTA RICA'S SAHARA RESOLUTION (REFTEL, FOREIGN MINISTER 
GONZALO FACIO REPORTEDLY CRITICIZED AND EXPRESSED HIS 
GOVERNMENT'S PREOCCUPATION OVER GREAT POWER PASSIVITY IN UN 

IN THIS MATTER, IN ADDITION TO EXPLAINING THE COSTA 
RICAN RESOLUTION. 

2. LEADING DAILY LA NACION EMPHASIZED THE COSTA RICAN RESOLUTION 
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IN ITS COVERAGE. HOWEVER, PRO-GOVERNMENT EXCELSIOR HIGH- 
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LIGHTED FOREIGN MINISTER'S CRITICISM OF GREAT POWERS, AND OF 
U.S. IN PARTICULAR. RE U.S. "DIRECT MEDIATION" EFFORT, FACIO 
IS QUOTED (ONLY IN EXCELSIOR): "IT IS TYPICAL OF THAT COUNTRY 
NOT TO WANT TO RESOLVE CONFLICTS WITHIN THE UN, BUT RATHER 

DIRECTLY. I DO NOT THINK THAT THE INFLUENCE OF THE 
SECURITY COUNCIL SHOULD BE ELIMINATED." 

3. FACIO IS ALSO QUOTED ON COSTA RICA'S SUGGESTED SOLUTION 
- THE SPANISH THESIS THAT "A PLEBISCITE IS THE ONLY WAY TO 
DETERMINE WHAT IS THE DESIRE OF THE PEOPLE OF THE SPANISH SAHARA." 

4. COMMENT: IN MEETING WITH CHIEFS OF MISSION PRIOR TO PRESS 
CONFERENCE (REFTEL A) FACIO DID NOT DISPLAY DISPLEASURE 
WITH BIG POWERS; HE REQUESTED THEIR SUPPORT FOR THE 
COSTA RICAN RESOLUTION. NEITHER DID HE SINGLE OUT THE 

U.S. - EXCEPT TO MENTION THE MEDIATION EFFORT, WHICH HE 

SEEMED TO REGARD AS COMPLEMENTARY TO ONGOING EFFORTS TO 

PRESENT CONFLICT. IT IS POSSIBLE THAT EXCELSIOR HAS MISQUOTED 

HIM IN PART. ALTHOUGH FACT THAT HE DID NOT SUBSEQUENTLY CALL EMBASSY 

TO DISCLAIM THESE ADDITIONAL REMARKS (AS HE HAS DONE FREQUENTLY 

IN PAST) SUGGESTS THAT HE WAS INDEED PEEVED. LANE 
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